Haralson County High School
Coach Turner’s Honors HAP
2010-2011 Summer Reading List
Honors Human Anatomy & Physiology

All students enrolled in Honors Human Anatomy & Physiology for the upcoming school year are required to read 2 books from the Summer Reading List prior to start of the 2010-2011 school year.  Please complete the Summer Reading Response: Journal Writing Guide requirements while reading in preparation for class discussion and written analysis during the first weeks of school.  Enjoy!

	Required (all students must read):
· Stiff: The Curious Lives of Human Cadavers by Mary Roach
· Stiff is an oddly compelling, often hilarious exploration of the strange lives of our bodies postmortem. In this fascinating, ennobling account, Mary Roach visits the good deeds of cadavers over the centuries’ from the anatomy labs and human-sourced pharmacies of medieval and nineteenth-century Europe to a human decay research facility in Tennessee, to a plastic surgery practice lab, to a Scandinavian funeral directors' conference on human composting. In her droll, inimitable voice, Roach tells the engrossing story of our bodies when we are no longer with them.

	Choose 1 book from list below:
· Mountains Beyond Mountains: The Quest of Dr. Paul Farmer, A Man who would Cure the World  by Tracy Kidder
· Mountains Beyond Mountains takes us from Harvard to Haiti, Peru, Cuba, and Russia as Paul Farmer changes minds and practices through his dedication to the philosophy that "the only real nation is humanity" - a philosophy that is embodied in the small public charity he founded, Partners In Health. At the heart of this book is the example of a life based on hope, and on an understanding of the truth of the Haitian proverb “Beyond mountains there are mountains”: as you solve one problem, another problem presents itself, and so you go on and try to solve that one too.
· Body of Work: Meditations on Mortality from the Human Anatomy Lab by Christine Montross
· A hauntingly moving memoir of the relationship between a cadaver named Eve and the first-year medical student who cuts her open. Body of Work is an unforgettable examination of the mysteries of the human body and a remarkable look at our relationship with both the living and the dead.
· Panic in Level 4 by Richard Preston
· Panic in Level 4 is a grand tour through the eerie and unforgettable universe of Richard Preston. Here are dramatic true stories from this acclaimed and award-winning author, including: The phenomenon of “self-cannibals,” who suffer from a rare genetic condition caused by one wrong letter in their DNA that forces them to compulsively chew their own flesh–and why everyone may have a touch of this disease. The search for the unknown host of Ebola virus, an organism hidden somewhere in African rain forests, where the disease finds its way into the human species, causing outbreaks of unparalleled horror. The brilliant Russian brothers–“one mathematician divided between two bodies”–who built a supercomputer in their apartment from mail-order parts in an attempt to find hidden order in the number pi (π).
· The lives of a cell by Lewis Thomas
· A physician and cancer researcher shares his personal observations on the uniformity, diversity, interdependence, and strange powers of the earth's life forms
· The Mold in Dr. Florey's Coat: The Story of the Penicillin Miracle by Eric Lax
· Alexander Fleming's discovery of penicillin in his London laboratory in 1928 and its eventual development as the first antibiotic by a team at Oxford University headed by Howard Florey and Ernst Chain in 1942 led to the introduction of the most important family of drugs of the twentieth century. Yet credit for penicillin is largely misplaced.
· On Intelligence by Jeff Hawkins & Sandra Blakeslee
· The developer of the PalmPilot and creator of the Redwood Neuroscience Institute examines the real future of artificial intelligence, explaining why the way we build computers today won't result in intelligent machines. He shows, using accessible examples, that the brain's neocortex is a memory-driven system that uses our senses and our perception of time, space, and consciousness to construct a predictive model of the world in a way that's totally unlike even the most complex computer software.
· A Mind of its Own: How Your Brain Distorts and Deceives by Cordelia Fine
· Exposing the mind's deceptions and exploring how the mind defends and glorifies the ego, Fine illustrates the brain's tendency toward self-delusion. Unbeknownst to us, our brain - vain, emotional, immoral, deluded, pigheaded, secretive, weak-willed, and bigoted - pushes, pulls, twists, and warps our perceptions. Whether it be hindsight bias, wishful thinking, unrealistic optimism, or moral excuse-making, each of us has a slew of mind-bugs and ordinary prejudices that prevent us from seeing the truth about the world, the people around us, and ourselves....


Reading is an essential skill which must be practiced in order to improve.  I hope that you choose to read more than the required book.  If there is a problem, please feel free to contact me with your concerns.

Sincerely,



Ashley Turner
Science Teacher
Haralson County High School


Summer Reading Response
Journal Writing Guide

Honors HAP students are expected to write their reflections and reactions in journal form while reading their summer selections.  These may be written in a bound journal or types and bound.  The journal assignments, one for each of the required two books, will be due on the first day of school.  Each journal writing assignment will be counted as a grade.  Thorough, thoughtful, and reflective responses to the following prompts are to be provided in the journal.  Again, neatly written or typed work is expected.  In order to earn the highest grade, students should complete all of the following requirements carefully and completely:

1. Identify the book’s title, author’s name, copyright date, and number of pages.  Underline or italicize the title.
2. In 200 words, write a brief summary of the plot, including the beginning, the middle, and the end.
3. Explain the significance of the title.  Authors rarely choose a title randomly.  Dig for symbolic meaning.  The title may be a metaphor or it may represent some specific incident in the book.  In any case, consider carefully the significance of the title and explain your thinking.
4. Describe your first impressions of the book.
5. Cite (that is, quote word for word using quotation marks) and note the page number of a special passage from the book that you think is important or worth rereading.  You must explain why you chose this passage.  Dig deep for a connection here.
6. To highlight the significance of this book, write 5-8 sentence response to each of the following:
a. What life lessons have you learned (or have been reinforced) from reading this book?
b. What did you like and dislike the most about this book? Explain using details and examples from the selection.
c. How does the book relate or apply to your life and/or career and future?





